
          
 

 

INDOOR LAP POOL REOPENS – FREE DAY SATURDAY 5 AUGUST 

On Monday July 31, the indoor 25 metre pool at Alice Springs Aquatic and Leisure Centre was 
reopened for public use. 

To celebrate, Saturday 5 August will be a day of free entry at Alice Springs Aquatic and Leisure 
Centre. 

 ‘We’re excited to announce that we have swimmers back in the indoor lap pool! On behalf of 
Council and our Centre staff, I’d like to thank our patrons and members. They’ve been very patient 
during this period.’ said Simon Duke, Alice Springs Aquatic and Leisure Centre Manager. 

‘We know that this particular pool is important to our regular users, and also the wider community. 
While its unavailability has certainly been disappointing, we’ve had great positive feedback from 
users enjoying the heated outdoor lap pool.’ 

In usual circumstances the outdoor 50 metre lap pool is closed during winter months, but was kept 
open due to the indoor pool’s unavailability. As weather began to cool in April, Council installed 
thermal blankets and recommissioned the outdoor lap pool boiler, to ensure that lap swimming 
remained available.   

‘We’ve worked hard to minimise the impact these circumstances have had on our customers’ 
enjoyment. Given that many of our customers have been enjoying the outdoor pool, we’ll be 
keeping it open for the remainder of winter.’  

The indoor 25 metre pool was closed in December 2016 when it became apparent that tiles on the 
floor of the pool were lifting, making the pool unsafe for public use. 

Council immediately took action to investigate options for repairing the pool floor. A specialist 
construction engineer was engaged, who advised that a low strength adhesive appeared to have 
been used in the pool’s construction, and the tiles appeared to have not been back buttered. 

Retiling the indoor pool would necessitate engaging qualified aquatic pool tile specialists from 
interstate, requiring considerable time. In the interest of finding an effective and timely solution, 
instead Council decided to replace the failing floor tiles with a coating of paint. Council’s own crew 
prepared the surface, and a local business was contracted to paint the pool shell. 

‘The original tiles began to fail at an unfortunate and inconvenient time for swimmers. With this pool 
coating, Council can choose to retile or repaint the floor when it will have a lesser impact, likely 
during summer when outdoor swimming is most popular. The new paint coating has a lifespan of 
five years, but Council may choose to tile the pool sooner than that’ said Scott Allen, Director 
Technical Services. 
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On Saturday 5 August, the community is welcome to swim at the centre free of charge. The 
waterslides will be open, and there will be a free sausage sizzle between 12:30pm and 2:00pm. ‘This 
is a great excuse to come along and check out the reopened pool.’ said Simon Duke. 

For further information contact:  

Skye Price (Director Corporate and Community Services) 0437 807 738 

Ash Field (Media and Communications Officer) 0439 815 315 


